

Kingston, New Hampshire
 Board of Selectmen

Meeting of October 5, 2015
MINUTES

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm in the Selectmen’s Office at the Kingston Town Hall.  In attendance were Chairman Mark Heitz and Selectmen Peter Broderick and George Korn.
Non-Public Session
MOTION:  Upon motion of Selectman Broderick and second of Selectman Korn, Chairman Heitz polled the Board for a unanimous vote to retire to non-public session under the provisions of RSA 91-A:3, II-a.  The Board retired at 6:34 pm.

The Board returned to public session at 7:03 pm.

MOTION:  Upon motion of Selectman Korn and second of Selectman Broderick Chairman Heitz polled the Board for a unanimous vote to seal the minutes of the non-public session for an indefinite period.

Police Department Discussion

Chief Briggs was present to discuss a $28,711.00 purchase order he has submitted for an AFIS digital fingerprinting system that will immediately transmit fingerprint scans to Concord, surrounding communities and the FBI and will return information on outstanding issues within minutes.  The  purchase will be made from the Drug Forfeiture account, which has a balance of approximately $70,000.00.  The Board discussed the benefits of the system and approved the proposed purchase.  The Chief will pay for the annual $5,000.00 maintenance contract from the Drug Forfeiture account also.

Chief Briggs also noted that he’s looking into the possibility of acquiring lapel cameras for use by officers.  He believes that the lapel position offers a better and more complete view than other personalized cameras or dash-mounted units.  He’ll try to locate grant opportunities for the purchase.

The Board reviewed and approved the 2016 regional prosecutor contract.

Recreation Department Discussion

Recreation Director Paul Butler was present to discuss a proposed middle school after-school program to be held at the Recreation Building on Main Street.  The program initially will run on Tuesday afternoons and it’s hoped that there will be between fifteen and twenty-four students participating.  The program will be limited to Sanborn Regional students, with Kingston residents receiving first consideration.  The cost will be $10.00 per day of attendance.  There will be a structured format, including time during which students will receive help with school work.  Because Mr. Butler works with middle school students, he’ll be able to track progress and determine how best to help individual students.  The program will begin the first of November.  Selectmen agreed that the ratio of counselor to student will not exceed 1:8, and that if the program is successful, it may be expanded to more days.  The program is designed to be self-funding.  Counselors will be paid at a rate of $8.00 per hour.  Mr. Butler will speak with Fire Chief Bill Seaman to determine what training programs for First Aid and CPR can be made available to counselors.  It was agreed that there will be no boating activities on the lake as part of the program. 
Mr. Butler asked the Board if, relative to the summer program, there will be any objection to his son continuing to work as a summer camp counselor even though Mr. Butler will be the camp director.  The Board agreed that since the camp program only runs for a few weeks and because his son has been a counselor for many years, there will be no objection.

Discussion of Health Insurance Option

Two AFLAC agents were present with a proposal for a health insurance program for town employees.  The program partners an insurance company with Claim Links, a company that has streamlined insurance coding and billing procedures to realize an average 42% of savings in medical payments for its customers.  Under the program, a health insurance provider will write policies for the town’s employees at premium rates approximately half of what the town has been paying.  Each time an employee secures medical treatment, the charges will be immediately sent to Claim Links and will be scrutinized and negotiated with the health care provider.  The resulting end charge then is paid by the insurance company, and Claim Links is paid 20% of whatever savings they were able to realize.  Because that 20% is the only benefit that Claim Links realizes, it has incentive to achieve the highest level of savings possible, which is why the insurance company is able to offer such reduced premium rates.  Additionally, the lower premium rates will keep the town under the threshold of what the Affordable Care Act considers to be a “Cadillac Plan”, so the 44% tax that otherwise would have been assessed now will not be.  Because the town will be paying reduced premium amounts it will be able to set aside enough both to cover the 20% of medical cost savings to be paid to Claim Links, and an allowance from which the up to $5,000.00 in annual deductible medical costs per employee can be paid.  Employees also are liable to pay an increased deductible of up to $1,000.00, however because Claim Links partners with AFLAC as well as with the health insurance company, each illness or injury that requires medical attention results in a check being forwarded to the employee which generally covers the amount of the deductible needing to be paid.  An allowance to cover the amount of the AFLAC coverage premiums is included in the premium amount for the health coverage.

Because the information presented is so detailed, the Board will take the proposal under advisement and make a decision within a couple of weeks.  If the new program is approved, agents will sit with each employee to tailor a policy and.added coverages to him or her.

Review of Previous Meeting Minutes

MOTION:  Upon motion of Selectman Korn and second of Selectman Broderick it was unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the September 8, 2015 meeting as printed.

MOTION:  Upon motion of Selectman Korn and second of Selectman Broderick it was unanimously voted to accept the minutes of the September 21 ,2015 meeting as printed.

Administrative Items
The Board reviewed a bridge deficiency report for a bridge that is wholly located within the town of Newton.  Road Agent Richard St. Hilaire has spoken with the sole Kingston resident whose property is reached from the bridge.

The Board reviewed a Planning Board request for enforcement for a Route 125 property.
The Board reviewed and approved a request from residents of Bluebird Lane for winter maintenance of that Class VI road to be undertaken by the town.

The Board reviewed a summons relative to a Route 125 ZBA decision concerning a Notice of Violation issued by the Selectmen in December of 2014.

The Board reviewed a letter relating to an alleged site plan violation on a Route 125 property.  The letter has been forwarded to the Planning Board.

The Board reviewed a letter of thanks from the Southshore Outboard Association for their September event on Greenwood Pond.

Selectman Broderick reported that work on Wadleigh Point drainage issues will begin within the next month or so and that a concerned resident of the area has been advised of that schedule. 

Adjournment
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 8:59 pm.  The Board will meet next on October 19, 2015 at 7:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Grant

Administrative Assistant

