


HISTORIC PRESERVATION ASSISTANCE PROJECT 

S t r a f f o r d Rockingham R e g i o n a l C o u n c i l 

1 Water S t r e e t , E x e t e r , New Hampshire 

Phone: (603) 778-0885 

LOCATION: east s i d e of Main S t r e e t , .08 mi 
N of i n t e r . Main & B a r t l e t t 

TOWN: Kingston COUNTY kockinsrhar 

SURVEY NUMBER: <\& 

COMMON NAME: Ohnrrh nn the P l a i n s 
HISTORIC NAME: U n i v e r s i l i s t Church 

OWNER: Kingston Improvemer; 
, n n n r r r 151 Main Street 
ADDRESS: „

 ; m
 _ 

n i s t o r i c a i , Society 

MAP & PARCEL #: 

DATE: c. 1879 

SOURCE: H, Bubert. -3. Novak 
STYLE: S t i c k S t y l e 

UTM: 1 23JL /N k255225 

USGS QUAD: Kingston Quad 7.5' s e r i e s 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Church 
PRESENT USE Lurch 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: C. w i l l i c Damon 
• • •• of H a v e r h i l l 

CONDITION: Exc . _ G o o d - _ F a i r _ P o o r _ _ R u i n s _ 

INTEGRITY: O r i g i n a l S i t e y Moved 

(When: ) 

Ma j o r a l t e r a t i o n s & d a t e : 

LEVEL/SIGNIFICANCE: N a t l v S t a t e L o c a l 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: S t r u c t u r a l System 

1. FOUNDATION: Stone Brick_x_ C o n c r e t e C o n c r e t e B l o c k _ 

2. WALL STRUCTURE: Wood Frame P o s t & Beam B a l l o n Frame_>i O t h e r _ 

Load B e a r i n g Masonry Stone B r i c k C o n c r e t e B l o c k O t h e r _ 

Metal I r o n S t e e l O t h e r _ 

O t h e r 

3. WALL COVERING: C l a p b o a r d ^ Wood S h i n g l e Board & B a t t e n S h i p l a p Aluminum 

N o v e l t y S t u c c o Stone B r i c k Sheet Metal A s p h a l t S h i n g l e s V i n y l _ J 
A s p h a l t S h e e t i n g Composite Board O t h e r _ 

4 . ROOF SHEATHING: Wood S h i n g l e A p s h a l t Shingle_x_ S t a n d i n g Seam Tim S l a t e _ 

P r e s s e d Metal Sheet Metal R o l l e d A s p h a l t Other_J 
5. ENGINEERING STRUCTURE: 

6. OTHER: 

# o f S t o r i e s r ' # o f B a y s _ 

Roof S t y l e : G a b l e ^ _ Hip 

Moni t o r Sawtooth Other 

Appendages: Porches Towers i Dormers__ Bay Windows E l l s i Chimneys i 
Wings Cupolas Sheds "Garage O t h e r _ 

E n t r y L o c a t i o n : Center.'. S i d e h a l l Other 

Approx. Dimensions^ 

Gambrel F l a t Shed * Mansard J e r k i n h e a d 

t l i i n c i r c l e ) 

Sift 
*1 

PHOTO 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f View: Front-west 
Side-south 

P h o t o g r a p h e r : S o o t t Novak 
N e g a t i v e w i t h : S.R.R.C. 
N e g a t i v e F i l e Number: K - 8 O - ? - C / 8 A -



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL AND STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

The Church on the P l a i n s i s an impressive S t i c k S t y l e s t r u c t u r e b u i l t i n the l a t e 
19th century. 

The main block i s a T/2-story gable-roofed r e c t a n g u l a r u n i t . The f r o n t (west) facade 
contains a double-leaf door s h e l t e r e d by a shed-roofed, bracketed door hood that extends, 
the width of the facade. The co r n i c e of the door hood i s embellished With q u a i r a f o i l 
designs. In the gable over the main entry i s a t a l l , narrow three-part window* Above 
t h i s Window i s an ornamental, S t i c k S t y l e t r u s s i n the peak of the-gable. The f i v e 
windows i n the south e l e v a t i o n of the main b l o c k are of st a i n e d g l a s s . Set i n t o the 
south and north slopes of the medium-pitched roof are two gabled dormers, each containing, 
one t r i a n g u l a r l i g h t . The treatment of the l a t e r a l eaves c o n s i s t s of a boxed c o r n i c e 
supported by brackets, and a wide f r i e z e decorated with v e r t i c a l s t r i p s of wood. The 
b r i c k foundation has a corbeled course where i t meets the watertable. 

A c l o c k tower r i s e s from the northwest corner of the main b l o c k . The f i r s t s t o r y 
l e v e l of the tower contains t a l l , narrow n a i r e d s t a i n e d g l a s s windows on both e l e v a t i o n s 
and above the paired windows i s one l a r g e c u a t r e f o d l l i g h t . On the l e v e l above the 
q u a t r e f o i l l i g h t i s a b e l f r y wit!) p a i r e d t r i a n g u l a r - a r c h e d , louvered vents. The tower 
has a pyramidal hinnec roof with four o f f s e t gables, each c o n t a i n i n g a c l o c k face. 

There i s g Bgjajj e l l — cacne^ to the main block. Windows are of s t e n c i l l e d g l a s s . 
RELATED STRUCTURES AND CONTEXT: 

BOUNDARY AND ACREAGE DESCRIPTION: . 2 acres bounded on the N-Cemetery Lane, S-Auger, 

E-Perkins, W-Main S t r e e t . 

• REFERENCES': 

• Kingston H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . "The H i s t o r y of K ngston: 1694-1969." Kingston 
Improvement and H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , 1969. 

1892 Map U n i v e r s i l i s t Church 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ( E v a l u a t i o n & H i s t o r :al A s s o c i a t i o n s ) : 

This b u i l d i n g i s an e x c e l l e n t example of the S1 
commands the a t t e n t i o n of a l l who pass. At th< 

ick S t y l e of a r c h i t e c t u r e and 
same time, i t i s not overpowering. 

Entered i n the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P i 
nomination papers f o r more d e t a i l s . 

ces on December 26, 1979. See 

> 
r 

\ 
J 

* 

* SEc ADDITION / CORRECT/ON SHEETS 
FOR OWNER CQmXEHTS 

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Open L a n d _ W o o d l a n d _ 

• D e n s e l y B u i l t Up R e s i d e n t i a l j _ Commercial > 

R o a d s i d e S t r i p Development Other__ 

S c a t t e r e d B l d g s M o d e r a t e l y B u i l t Up ; 

I n d u s t r i a l A g r T c u l t u r a l _ 

Recorded By: Scott Novak 
Herb Bubert 

Date: i p / i A / 7 0 
• 


